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could of course be done only by the Ambassador. I don't see what
the Foreign Office expects to gain by this system of wholesale publicity.
It simply means that I can't drop in to discuss matters informally,
as every visit to the Foreign Office is bound to be told to the press,
including what was said, and to raise publicity out of all proportion
to its significance. When Japan's Ambassador Debuchi comes to the
State Department, it is true that the correspondents may see him and
ask questions, but at least the Department itself doesn't reveal thenature
of the conversation unless there is some good reason for it, or if they
do reveal it, they take care to give it out correctly. Not so in Tokyo.
On going to the chancery at 9 I found a confidential telegram
from the Secretary anent the subject of the recognition of Manchukuo,
which gave me great satisfaction. I think he is following exactly the
right policy. He said that he had read my reports with interest and
" solicitude "—defined by Webster as " with fear and anxiety."
The new Chinese Minister, General Tsiang Tso-ping, made his
formal call this morning. He has me stumped as to dress (that all-
important element of diplomacy) because he came in a short black
coat and a top hat. If I return his call correctly clad in a tail coat
and top hat I shall be exceeding his procedure, whereas if I wear a
short coat and a bowler I shall clearly be jeopardizing the good
relations between China and the United States. In any case, I refuse to
commit so heinous a breach of sartorial convention as that of which
the Minister was guilty. This is a real problem with which I shall have
to wrestle during the next few days, for of such stuff is diplomacy made.
To luncheon came the Italian Ambassador, the Canadian Minister
and Mrs. Marler, who are leaving this week for a short leave of absence
in Canada, and Mr. and Mrs. Arita, Vice-Minister of Foreign Affairs*
After luncheon I told Arita of my surprise at seeing Neville's informal
talk with him published in the press because Neville had carefully
told Arita that he, Neville, was not acting under instructions and was
not making official representations but only seeking a clarification
of certain press reports. I also said that I had noted Arita's remark
to Neville that Uchida would probably send for me in a few days
to go over the situation. Arita replied that the British and Italian
Ambassadors had asked to see Uchida this week and he thought it
would be better if I, also, would apply for an interview. I said that
I had no particular reason to bother Count Uchida with a request
for such an interview at the present moment, although I might perhaps
wish to do so later. The matter was left on that basis.
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Another scorcher, the glass at 86 in our breakfast-room at eight
o'clock in the morning.
I sent a telegram regarding the military situation in Jehol and

